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Very Brief History of Development in McLean
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1910 - Great Falls and Old Dominion Railroad
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General Stores then…
Gas Stations, Gas Stations, Gas Stations 
General Hodge Podge on Small Lots
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1960s - McLean Planning Committee Created
Those That Live in McLean
Those That Make A Living in McLean
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1970s - First Comprehensive Plan
“Make It Just Like Carmel, California”
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1988 - Second Comprehensive Plan
“Put all the Density at the Crossroads”

(Old Dominion & Chain Bridge Road)
“Oh - And Get Rid of All The Gas Stations”
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1998 The Perfect Storm… ala Stu Mendelsohn
APR/Comprehensive Plan Year + 

County Revitalization Efforts + 

New Development Coming

Massive McLean Community Meetings

Professional and County Assistance
Economic, Traffic & Planning Reports
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McLean Community Business Center…
becomes a County ‘Revitalization Area’
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“Its Not A Crossroads - Make This A Place For People”
One Density Pole Tent Becomes… a Two Density Pole Tent
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Comprehensive Plan - The ‘McLean Model’
Sub Areas
Design Guidelines
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Within the Overall Plan - A North Village
Minimum, Maximum & Medium
Within the Overall Plan Within the Overall Plan -- A North VillageA North Village
Minimum, Maximum & Minimum, Maximum & MediumMedium

The Current PlanThe Current Plan



The South Village - Main StreetThe South Village - Main Street

Design Guidelines developed
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A Slow Design Evolution
Parking Fund Established
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